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DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE

Erercising Spinitual Gigts with Love. .. By Bil-

READ 1 CORINTHIANS.12:1-11

° g am conscious that we as a church are to move towards a greater understanding and exercise
of the spiritual gifts. | make no apology for using a resource by Randy Hurst, an AOG minister
from the USA, as he provides some very practical advice.

e He argues that misuse of the gifts leads to eventual non use because leaders do not want the con-
gregation to be subject to error. We have experienced prophecies with tongues and interpretation
on occasions in the past but run the risk of neglecting the gifts.

® The exercise of the gifts should promote a greater unity in the church as dependency between the
individual parts is realized more fully. It is not just a matter of the leadership functioning and the
rest of the church being spectators.

® Aseach member earnestly desires and uses their gift they will feel a greater sense of participation.
God confirms His word (the Gospel) by means of the gifts of the Spirit. (Heb.2:4)

® The gifts are not given as rewards for spiritual achievements but as God determines. (I Cor.12:11)
The church a Corinth was not a spiritually mature church and yet they were exercising the gifts
regularly. (See 1 Cor.13:2)

® There is a difference between earnestly desiring and pursuing. We are to pursue love but earnestly
desire the gifts. To earnestly desire is to be zealous for, or to be enthusiastic about.

® \Whereas pursuing something involves more intense concentration. “Let all that you do be done in
love”(1 Cor.16:14). Of course, we are to pursue love (1 Cor.14:1) and at the same time we are to
be zealous for spiritual gifts.

® We do not pursue them in the same way as we pursue love, peace or holiness but we certainly are
not to set them aside as being irrelevant.

® 1 Cor.13is meant to be the context for using the gifts of the Spirit. The exercise of spiritual gifts is
inferior to the pursuit of love. There should be self-control in the use of the gifts. The one using the
gift should discern the appropriate time and place.

The leadership should judge whether or not the gift is being used for the right purpose of edifica-
tion. (I Cor.14:29). The 3 fold question that has to be asked before exercising a gift is *(a) does it
glorify Jesus, (b) does it edify the church (c) is it a good witness to unbelievers?

®  Now we must look at the wider picture and that is that we have all been made to drink of one Spirit.
(I Cor.12:13). True believers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ have been made to drink from the foun-
tain of living waters.

® | am truly impressed at readiness to commit to a task. The Psalmist prayed...”sustain me with a
willing spirit” (Psa.51:12) and it is also written..."your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your
power.” (Psa.110:3).
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e We can confidently expect that God will pour out His Spirit and make us to drink from the river of
life. In that moment all sense of hesitancy, slackness and indifference will be banished and we will
follow willingly His call. m

_ Events /Notices

P 4 evenings of prayer beginning on Sunday the 9th of February at 7pm to Wednesday the 12th of
February.

P Other events planned for February include: Tiglin testimonies (Date will be confirmed in due
course).

P Visit of Perry and the team from CTMI Bournemouth on Friday the 28th of February to Sunday the
1st of March

- Extra Services

If you have children with you, these are the facilities provided:
P Créche and Pre-school Praise

ur créche is based on the floor above the Meeting Room with baby changing

facilities and toys to keep your young child occupied if they do not settle during the
meeting. Parents are to attend to their children at all times. There is a short and simple
pre-school Bible lesson during the sermon for 3-7 years old in the Créche (as arranged).

» Sunday School

@ ur Sunday School is open to children of school going age and operates during the
sermon in the Sunday School room on the top floor. Our teachers have a Bible story
and songs prepared for your child(ren), teaching them the need for Salvation and Chris-
tian living.

Come, my children, listen to me; | will teach you the fear of the LORD. (Psalm 34:11)

P Tea and Coffee

fter the Sunday morning service, tea, coffee and light refreshments are available on

the top floor in the Hospitality Room. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers,
for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it
(Hebrews 13:2).
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